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Annual  Report 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Brierley  Hill  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

It  is  a matter  for  congratulation  that  the  year  1908  has  been  a 
remarkably  healthy  one. 

The  Vital  Statistics  contain  some  record  hgures  of  importance, 
the  general  death-rate,  and  the  infantile  mortality  being  lower 
than  any  previously  recorded  within  your  district. 

In  small  populations  there  is  a greater  liability  to  fluctuation 
than  in  larger  populations,  so  that  too  much  reliance  should  not 
be  placed  upon  the  hgures  of  any  one  year.  Comparison  of  the 
figures  with  Table  I is  more  interesting  than  usual  this  year,  as  it 
shews  the  remarkable  fall  in  our  death-rate,  and  also  points  out  the 
steady  decline  in  our  generad  death-rate  for  the  past  ten  years  ; but 
there  is  no  one  year  shewing  such  a marked  reduction  as  the  year 


6 


MEDICAL  officer’s  REPORT. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

As  I do  not  think  there  has  been  any  material  increase  in  the 
population,  the  vital  statistics  are  based  upon  the  same  hgure  as 
last  year,  an  estimated  population  of  13,000. 


Birth-rate,  ihree  hundred  and  eighty  three  persons  were 
born  in  the  district  during  the  year,  of  whom  205  were  males 
and  178  females,  d he  birth-rate  for  the  year  is  therefore  29*46  per 
1000  of  the  population,  as  against  a birth-rate  of  28*61  for  the  year 
1907. 

I'he  mean  birth-rate  for  the  past  ten  years  is  32*8. 


Death-rate.  (3ne  hundred  and  hfty-iive  deaths  occurred 
during  the  year,  of  whom  88  were  males  and  67  females,  making  a 
death-rate  of  11*92  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  persons  who 
died  within  the  district  ; but  to  this  we  have  to  add  the  number 
of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  who  died  in  public  institutions 
outside. 

ddie  corrected  number  is  17 1,  and  the  corrected  death-rate,  13' 15 
per  1000  of  the  population. 

The  mean  death-rate  for  the  past  ten  years  is  17*76. 


Zymotic  Death-rate.  Thirty  deaths  occurred  from  the 
seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases.  Measles,  i ; diphtheria,  7 ; 
whooping  cough,  5 ; enteric  fever,  i ; Zymotic  enteritis  (diarrhoea), 
16.  d'he  death-rate  is  2*3  per  1000  of  the  population,  as  against  a 
death-rate  of  1*5  for  the  year  1907. 

The  mean  average  of  the  past  ten  years  is  2*1. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Forty-live  deaths  occurred  amongst  children  under  i year  of 
age,  making  an  infantile  mortality  of  117  per  1,000  registered  births. 

The  infantile  mortality  for  the  year  1907  wms  174. 

The  mean  average  of  the  past  ten  years  159. 
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Synopsis  of  birth  and  death-rates  in  Brierley  Hill  District, 
County  of  Stafford  and  England  and  Wales. 


Annual  Rates  per  1,000  living. 

1908. 

Birth- 

rate. 

General 

Death 

Rate. 

Deaths 
from  seven 
principle 
Zymotic 
diseases. 

Infantile 

Mortality. 

Brierley  Hill 

29-4 

131 

2-3 

117 

England  and  Wales 

26-5 

14-7 

1-2 

121 

76  Great  Towns  .. 

270 

14-0 

15 

128 

142  Smaller  Towns 

260 

140 

1-2 

124 

England  and  Wales  — less  218 
Towns 

26-2 

14-7 

0-9 

no 

^County  of  Stafford, 

General  .. 

29-7 

14-7 

1-4 

128 

1907) 

Urban 

30-9 

15-2 

1-6 

136 

Rural 

2o-7 

12-9 

0-7 

98 

[Brierley  Hill 

28-6 

15-7 

1-5 

174 

Infantile  Mortality.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  the 
lowest  recorded  infantile  mortality  for  the  district  for  the  year  1908, 
it  might  appear  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  the  advice  I have 
always  urged  as  aids  to  the  reduction  of  the  high  infantile  mortality 
which  has  hitherto  prevailed.  It  would  be  very  unwise  to  base  our 
future  action  upon  this  single  instance  of  a good  record.  We  can 
hardly  expect  to  have  the  same  satisfactory  result  every  year. 

You  will  note  that  there  are  ten  deaths  under  one  year  of  age, 
from  Zymotic  enteritis  (diarrhoea).  All  of  these  ten  deaths  occurred 
in  the  early  Autumn  months— from  the  middle  of  September  to  the 
end  of  October— following  upon  a rapid  swarming  of  the  common 
house  fly.  Whether  this  was  merely  a coincidence  may  be  open  to 
question,  but  it  follows,  I think,  that,  if  nuisances  did  not  prevail 
in  and  about  the  courts  and  dwellings,  the  flies  would  not  be  so 
likely  to  carry  about  the  germs  of  disease  and  deposit  them  on  food. 
Foul  privy-middens,  collections  of  dirt  and  manure  (especially 
stable  manure),  and  unpaved  back  yards  are  most  important  factors, 
all  matters  of  detail,  the  abatement  of  which  ought  not  to  be  a 
serious  difficulty.  My  experience,  however,  is  that  these  things  are 
very  much  neglected,  most  of  them  are  recurring  nuisances,  which 
should  be  subject  to  a limit  of  a very  definite  character. 
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As  regards  death  from  diarrhoea  amongst  older  children,  in  my 
October  report  I mentioned  the  possibility  of  the  ice  cream  vendor 
having  assisted  the  out-break.  I had  no  proof,  but  it  was  some- 
thing more  than  a suspicion.  He  was  very  busy  during  the  hot 
days  immediately  preceding  the  out-break.  I would  like  to  see 
this  useless  luxury  abolished  altogether.  These  men  generally  come 
from  outside  the  district  and  one  does  not  know  what  their  circum- 
stances or  surroundings  are  like.  I'hey  may  be  using  polluted 
water,  and  they  usually  live  in  the  poorer  class  of  houses  — the  slums 
i n fact,  where  there  are  any. 

Amongst  the  cheap  luxuries  which  the  working  population 
allow  their  children  to  indulge  in,  I regard  the  ice  cream  as  one  of 
the  most  dangerous.  A bye-law  should  be  passed  making  it  an 
offence  for  these  men  to  parade  the  streets  with  their  barrows,  and 
especially  to  prohibit  their  waiting  outside  the  schools  to  tempt  the 
children.  If  thev  are  to  sell  this  stuff  at  all,  it  should  be  in  some 
hxed  place,  such  as  a shop,  where  samples  can  be  taken  and  some 
supervision  exercised. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Diphtheria. 

39  cases.  8 deaths. 

1907  — 29  cases.  7 deaths. 


The  out-break  which  occurred  in  1907,  has  followed  on  practi- 
cally all  through  the  year  1908,  as  follows  : 


January 

February 

March 

April 

June 

July 

August 

October 

November 

December 


3 cases. 

4 

5 ” 

2 

3 - 
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39 

'The  large  increase  in  tlie  number  of  notifications  in  the  month 
of  November  was  mainly  due  to  a visit  of  inspection  I made  at  the 
Moor  Street  Council  Schools,  and,  as  a result,  sending  home  ten 
children  who  had  suspicious  looking  throats.  These  wTre  all  sub- 
sequently verified  by  bacteriological  examination. 
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This  disease  is  spread  by  direct  and  indirect  infection,  direct 
from  patient  to  patient,  indirect  through  intermediate  carriers  who, 
though  not  themselves  ill,  harbour  the  bacilli  in  their  respiratory 
passages,  and  infect  drinking  vessels,  milk,  etc.  d'he  percentage  is 
highest  in  the  immediate  contacts,  he.,  brothers  and  sisters  and 
others  brought  into  close  contact  with  the  patient,  and  diminishes 
rapidly  as  we  include  the  more  remote  contacts,  such  as  school- 
fellows. For  close  contacts,  that  is,  relatives  and  attendants,  it  has 
been  estimated  that  about  36'6  per  cent  are  liable  to  become 
infected,  and  amongst  scholars  of  infected  schools,  8 per  cent. 

The  difficulty  is  to  get  at  these  contact  carriers  and  isolate 
them  ; it  can  only  be  done  by  special  provision  ; they  are  not 
notihed,  and  our  powers  are  limited.  As  much  as  possible  they 
were  excluded  from  school,  after  inspection  of  the  rest  of  the  child- 
ren, and  when  there  was  a notihed  case,  the  other  children  were 
treated  with  antitoxin  serum,  wherever  it  seemed  advisable  to  do 
so.  d'his  is  a question  which  the  medical  attendant  has  to  consider. 

All  the  medical  men  practising  in  the  district  can  obtain 
bacteriological  diagnosis  free,  and  antitoxin  serum  is  also  supplied 
free  to  the  practitioner. 

I have  made  frequent  inspections  of  the  schools,  and  have  sent 
home  all  suspicious  cases. 

d'he  possibility  of  its  being  spread  through  the  milk  supplied 
to  the  district,  I think  may  be  abandoned,  all  enquiries  in  that 
direction  having  been  negative. 

At  Moor  Street  Council  Schools,  we  had,  on  two  occasions,  very 
serious  nuisances  arising  from  defective  drainage,  the  drains  from 
Mr.  Marsh’s  slaughterhouse  having  blocked,  with  a consequent  over- 
flow of  sewage  into  the  school  yard.  This  nuisance  has  now, 
however,  been  permanently  prevented  by  diverting  the  sewer  in 
another  direction,  outside  the  school  premises. 

From  the  outbreak  in  November  up  to  the  Christmas  holidays, 
the  schools  were  all  fumigated  and  sprayed,  with  a suitable  germi- 
cide every  Saturday.  The  teachers  were  asked  to  keep  the  schools 
well  ventilated  during  school  hours,  and  to  notify  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  any  fresh  cases  of  sickness  amongst  the  scholars. 

Having  adopted  the  most  scientific  means  of  early  diagnosis, 
and  having  also  provided  the  most  scientific  remedy  free  of  cost  to 
practitioner  and  patient,  there  only  now  remains  the  question  of 
contact  to  consider.  'These  sources  of  infection  cannot  be  controlled 
after  they  are  sent  home  ; they  are  not  ill,  and  consequently  they 
mix  with  other  children  in  the  streets  and  play  together.  It  seems 
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that  isolation  at  the  hospital  is  the  only  course,  but  we  have  no 
sufficient  provision  there  to  deal  with  this  disease,  and  I have  not 
cared  to  risk  sending  them  into  the  hospital.  If  we  only  sent  the 
contacts,  they  could  easily  be  discharged  if  the  hospital  were 
required  for  small  pox,  but  to  isolate  the  contacts  I am  afraid 
would  require  a building  of  more  than  twice  the  present  size.  We 
can,  however,  isolate  the  cases  at  the  hospital  if  we  use  it  for  that 
purpose  alone,  and  may  deal  with  the  contacts  by  injecting 
antitoxin  serum,  and  keeping  them  away  from  school  until  repeated 
bacteriological  examination  of  the  throat  shews  them  to  be  free 
from  infection.  The  disadvantage  of  this  is,  that  it  seriously  inter- 
feres with  the  attendance  at  school. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


1 6 cases.  No  deaths. 

1907,  33  cases.  2 deaths. 

These  cases  were  notified  as  follows  : 


5 caess. 

I 

4 ” 

I 

3 ” 

16 

Four  of  the  cases  were  sent  to  the  hospital,  the  others  were 
isolated  at  home,  and  they  were  generally  cases  where  there  was 
only  one  child,  and  the  disease  was  thus  easily  controlled.  They 
were  all  of  them  of  a very  mild  type  with  the  exception  of  one 
case  that  was  sent  to  the  hospital. 


January 

March 

lune 

July 

September 

November 


Enteric  Fever. 

7 cases  notified.  i death. 

1907,  II  cases.  I death. 

ddie  cases  were  notified  as  follows  : 

2 cases. 

4 - 


January 

May 

July 
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One  of  the  cases  in  January  was  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  recovered.  The  other  case,  in  January,  died  the  day 
I received  the  notification  ; there  had  been  some  difficulty  in  deciding 
the  diagnosis.  It  was  that  of  a young  woman,  aged  i8  years.  The 
water  supply  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  were  good, 
d'he  disease  must  have  been  contracted  through  some  article  of  food, 
but  it  was  not  possible  to  ascertain  what  it  was.  She  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  eating  shell  fish. 

Of  the  cases  which  occurred  in  May,  three  were  in  one  house, 
an  isolated  house  on  the  canal  side,  at  Delph  ; the  other  case  was 
in  a house  in  the  same  locality.  Owing  to  mining  operations,  the 
water  supply  had  been  interfered  with  by  damage  to  the  water 
pipes,  and  in  this  way  the  supply  became  intermittent  and  may 
have  become  polluted.  There  was  also  an  open  cesspool  at  the 
back  of  the  house  where  the  three  cases  occurred,  owing  to  there 
being  no  provision  for  drainage.  This  nuisance  has  since  been 
attended  to. 

The  case  in  July  occurred  in  some  old  property  at  Mill  Street ; 
the  sanitary  condition  is  not  good.  The  Company’s  water  is 
supplied. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Phthisis). 

II  deaths  registered.  1907,  io  deaths. 

The  routine  practise  is  to  obtain  permission  to  fumigate  and 
spray  the  sick  rooms  after  death.  There  is  usually  no  opposition. 

This  disease  is  now  notifiable  so  far  as  pauper  patients  are 
concerned,  it  being  compulsory  on  the  District  Medical  Officer 
under  the  Poor  Law  to  notify  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

In  anticipation  of  this  change,  I asked  you  to  sanction  the 
purchase  of  spitting  cups  for  the  use  of  these  patients,  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  was  authorised  to  obtain  them.  With  the 
exception  of  giving  advice  as  to  conduct  and  enquiry  into  the 
sanitary  conditions,  especially  overcrowded  and  damp  houses,  there 
is  little  else  we  can  do.  1 he  question  of  sending  suitable  cases  to 
a sanatorium  is  most  important,  but  1 suppose  this  is  a question  for 
the  Poor  Law  Guardians  to  deal  with  ; at  least  so  far  as  it  may 
be  necessary,  to  send  any  of  the  cases  that  may  be  notified. 

I imagine,  however,  that  notification  will  not  remain  confined 
to  I-^oor  Law  cases,  but  compulsory  notification  will  become  general, 
and  then  the  local  authorities  will  have  to  consider  the  question  of 
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providing  Sanatorium  treatment,  but  this  is  a large  question,  which 
the  County  Council  will  probably  deal  with.  In  many  of  the  large 
towns,  voluntary  notihcation  is  encouraged,  the  Authority  paying 
the  usual  2/6  fee  for  notihcation.  I think  it  would  be  advisable 
for  us  to  adopt  this  plan,  as  it  would  enable  us  to  offer  assistance, 
and  enquire  into  the  circumstances,  and  sanitary  conditions 
affecting  all  the  cases  in  our  district. 

There  is  no  available  hospital  accommodation  for  these  cases, 
but  at  the  Union  House  there  is  a modern  and  well  equipped 
Inhrmary,  where  they  could  be  treated. 


Erysipelas. 

25  cases.  1907?  20  cases. 

I have,  several  times  during  the  year,  called  your  attention  to 
the  increasing  number  of  cases  of  erysipelas.  Some  difference  of 
opinion  arose  between  myself  and  the  practitioner  who  notified 
most  of  these  cases,  as  to  whether  they  should  properly  come  under 
the  definition  of  erysipelas.  Although,  in  my  opinion  they  should 
not,  I was  unable  to  get  the  practitioner  in  question  to  accept  my 
view. 


Education  Act,  1907. 

The  medical  inspection  of  school  children  is  under  the  control 
of,  and  administered  by  the  Local  Education  Authority.  'The 
Medical  Inspectors  they  have  appointed  have  visited  these  schools, 
but  I have  had  no  intimation  of  these  visits,  and  have  no  inform- 
ation as  to  what  proceedings,  if  any,  have  been  necessary. 


Midwife’s  Act. 

One  case  of  puerperal  fever  occurred,  attended  by  a midwife. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  fumigated  and  spra3^ed  the  sick  room  after 
recoverv.  d'his  act  also  is  administered  bv  the  Countv  Council,  to 
whom  these  cases  are  notified.  There  are  no  proper^  trained  and 
qualified  women  midwives  in  the  district. 
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Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

There  are  some  old  properties  occupied  by  the  working  classes, 
ill  which  the  cleanliness  of  the  suroundings  calls  for  frequent 
inspections,  and  some  of  the  cottage  property  at  Delph,  built  before 
there  were  bye-laws,  is  of  a very  poor  character.  Generally  speak- 
ing, however,  the  housing  accommodation  for  the  working  classes  is 
good,  and  the  greater  attention  which  has  been  given  to  necessary 
sanitary  repairs  during  the  last  five  or  six  years,  has  made  a great 
improvement.  The  plans  for  all  new  houses  are  submitted  to  the 
Council,  the  erection  being  under  the  supervision  of  the  Surve3mr. 
The  sanitary  requirements  are  carried  out  efficiently.  All  the  plans 
are  subject  to  my  approval  of  the  sanitary  arrangements,  before  they 
are  passed  by  the  Council. 

Part  I.  No  action  taken  or  necessary. 

Part  II.  Forty-nine  houses  have  been  reported  as  unlit  for 
human  habitation,  and  condemned.  Seven  have  been  closed  after 
an  order  had  been  obtained.  Three  were  demolished  and  four 
others  were  voluntarily  closed.  The  remaining  houses  were  repaired 
and  made  habitable. 

Part  III.  There  are  no  registered  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 


Water  Supply. 

d'he  district  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company.  'Fhe  supply  is  of  good  qualigy,  continuous  and  plentiful, 
dffiere  is  no  risk  of  pollution,  and  no  liability  to  plumbo  solvent 
action. 


Milk  Supply. 

Most  of  the  Milk  supplied  is  imported  and  is  of  good  quality. 
There  are  also  18  cowsheds  within  the  district.  In  one  case  I 
reported  to  the  Council  that  owing  to  insanitary  surroundings,  the 
place  was  unfit.  This  cowshed  has  been  taken  down,  and  a more 
modern  building  erected,  in  a different  and  more  sanitary  locality. 
The  owners  have  all  been  supplied  with  the  Milk  Shops  Order  and 
Bye-laws,  and  in  consequence  of  this,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  reports 
some  improvement. 

I have  noted  myself,  when  visiting  these  places,  that  the  owners 
are  much  more  anxious  than  formerly  to  give  satisfaction.  There 
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is  to  my  mind,  however,  very  little  hope  of  ever  bringing  the  class  of 
people  who  control  these  places  up  to  a proper  appreciation  of  the 
requirements,  or  to  be  as  careful  and  cleanly  as  the  matter  demands, 
I have  visited  some  of  the  outside  places  from  which  milk  is  im- 
ported, and  although  great  emphasis  is  laid  upon  the  care  exercised, 
I cannot  say  that  I was  impressed  with  it  myself.  'The  prevailing 
idea  seems  to  be  that,  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  do  a little  lime- 
washing, and  to  keep  the  milk  cans  clean.  When  you  raise  the 
question  of  clean  hands,  and  grooming  the  cattle,  the  cowman  is 
apt  to  be  a little  scornful. 

No  samples  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  whether  there  are 
tubercle  bacilli  in  the  milk,  but  the  question  is  under  consideration. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  been  received.  It  had  not  been  received  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Council  are  now  anxious  to  proceed 
with  the  work  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 


Rivers  Pollution. 

d'here  are  no  rivers  passing  through  the  district,  but  the  canal, 
which  surrounds  two- thirds  of  the  district,  receives  the  sewage, 
most  of  it  after  treatment  by  filtration.  There  have  been  com- 
plaints of  nuisance  arising,  but  when  the  new  sewers  are  working 
this  will  be  entirely  abolished. 


Excrement  Disposal  and  House  Refuse. 

The  Scavenging  of  excrement  and  house  refuse  is  done  by  con- 
tract, and  is  satisfactory  in  the  sense  that  there  are  no  complaints. 
The  only  defect  is,  that  it  is  not  done  sufficiently  often.  It  depends 
upon  notice  being  given  by  the  owners  or  occupiers. 


Nuisances. 

The  nuisances  which  I report  to  the  Council,  and  those  which 
come  under  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  inspections, 
are  dealt  with  in  his  summary  (appended).  A large  amount  of 
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useful  work  has  been  done,  and,  when  necessary,  the  Council  have 
given  authority  for  summary  proceedings  to  be  taken. 


Bye-laws. 

There  are  no  registered  lodging  houses  in  the  district,  and  no 
offensive  trades.  There  is  some  need  of  amendment  or  extension  of 
the  bye-laws  in  other  directions,  and  a committee  has  been 
appointed  to  deal  with  it. 


Public  Elementary  Schools. 

There  are  four  of  these  schools  in  the  district.  The  sanitary 
condition  is  satisfactory.  They  are  all  supplied  with  the  Company’s 
water.  Notice  of  infectious  disease  is  given  to  the  attendance 
officer.  The  scholars  from  homes  where  there  are  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  are  excluded,  and,  if  the  epidemic  demands  it,  the  schools 
are  closed.  Disinfection  by  fumigation  and  spraying  with  Formalin 
or  Cyllin,  is  done  when  necessary,  and  during  the  holidays. 


Other  Foods — Unsound  Food. 

Seven  samples  of  unsound  food  have  been  seized  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  condemned,  and  destroyed,  after  obtaining  a Magistrate’s 
Order. 

There  are  13  licensed  slaughter-houses  and  17  bakehouses  (five 
under  Section  10 1,  Factory  and  Workshops’  Act).  They  are  reg- 
ularly inspected  and  are  generally  found  to  be  clean  and  in  good 
order.  Sanitary  defects  were  found  at  two  of  the  slaughter-houses, 
and  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Sixty-two  tuberculous  swine  were  destroyed.  With  regard  to 
these,  some  explanation  appears  to  be  necessary.  Situate  within 
the  district  there  is  a large  ham  and  bacon  factory  in  which  an 
average  of  700  swine  are  killed  weekly.  This  factor}^  has  been 
recently  re-erected  upon  the  most  modern  and  up-to-date  lines,  and 
is  equipped  with  every  modern  and  scientific  requirement,  to  ensure 
rapidity  of  slaughtering  and  cleanbness.  The  swine  are  all  imported 
and  are  obtained  by  purchase  in  the  open  market  and  from  farmers. 
In  the  former  case,  the  butcher  takes  all  the  responsibility  and  does 
not  get  compensation  ; in  the  latter  class,  he  does  not  pay  for  the  swine 
which  are  found  to  be  diseased  and  unfit  for  food.  To  secure  this. 


i6 
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he  has  to  produce  a certificate  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  He  has 
two  men  on  the  premises  who  have  been  specially  trained  to  detect 
disease.  These  men  examine  all  the  swine  slaughtered,  label,  and 
set  aside  all  suspicious  animals  for  further  examination,  when 
dressed.  Then  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  called  in  to  confirm,  if 
necessary.  There  are  two  good  destructors  at  the  Factory  where 
carcases  are  destroyed,  d'he  carcases  are  all  voluntarily  surrendered 

from  whatever  source  they  have  been  obtained. 

* 

ddiey  are  not  seized  under  Section  ii6,  and  there  is  no  necessity 
to  deal  with  them  under  Section  117  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 

1875- 

One  animal  (beef)  was  found  by  the  Inspector  being  dressed 
for  sale  in  which  the  organs  and  offal  were  destroyed,  after  being 
voluntary  surrendered.  In  this  case  the  cow  had  swallowed  some 
nails,  one  of  which  had  perforated  the  stomach,  and  set  up  a local- 
ized peritonitis.  As  the  beast  was  otherwise  sound,  it  was  allowed 
to  be  dressed  and  sold.  In  two  other  slightly  tuberculous  cases,  the 
internal  organs  and  offal  were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 


Section  117,  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

PUBLIC  MARKE  T.  Unsound  fish,  owner  lined  and  costs. 
,,  ,,  Forty-four  joints  of  beef,  owner  fined 

£20  pound  and  costs. 


Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

d'he  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  195  inspections,  d'wenty  san- 
itary defects  were  found,  and  all  of  these  were  remedied  after  notice. 

His  Majesty’s  Inspector  called  attention  to  two  cases,  one  at  a 
workshop,  and  one  defective  sanitary  conveniences  at  a factory, 
d'hese  were  also  satisfactorily  remedied.  y\mongst  the  outworkers, 
12  sanitary  defects  were  found  and  were  remedied.  One  death 
occurred  from  lead  poisoning.  The  man  wms  occupied  in  glass- 
polishing. 


Notification  of  Births  Act. 


d'his  Act  has  not  been  adopted  as  yet.  d'he  intention  of  this 
Act  is  to  aid  in  reducing  the  infantile  mortality.  d'he  Act  makes 
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the  imediate  notification  of  births  compulsory.  At  present  the  time 
allowed  is  six  weeks. 

Reference  to  Table  V shews  that  15  deaths  occurred  within  one 
month  of  birth.  Under  the  new  Act,  these  births  would  have  been 
notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  if  a Health  Missioner 
were  appointed,  she  would  be  able  to  watch  over  those  lives,  and 
instruct  the  mothers  how  to  deal  with  them.  In  this  way  it  is 
believed  many  may  be  saved.  But  it  is  no  use  adopting  the  Act 
unless  the  Council  is  prepared  at  the  same  time  to  appoint  a Health 
Missioner.  The  Local  Government  Board  will  not  sanction  the  one 
without  the  other.  Trained  assistance  for  nursing  is  also  greatly 
needed  ; a skilled  and  tactful  nurse  would  be  a great  help  to  many 
of  the  sick  poor. 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

(7  Ed.,  7,  ch.  53.) 

The  Council  have  not  adopted  this  Act.  It  may  be  adopted 
in  whole  or  in  part.  I think  it  is  a very  useful  Act,  especially 
Part  III  and  IV^.  From  my  experience  in  another  district,  of  the 
vexatious  difficulties  in  getting  privies  converted  into  water  closets, 
I think  the  facilities  offered  by  this  Act  will  be  extremely  useful 
when  the  sewerage  scheme  is  completed.  It  contains  many  other 
advantages  also,  and  I hope  the  Council  will  seriously  consider  the 
advisability  of  adopting  it. 

In  his  annual  report  for  1907,  the  County  Medical  Officer  has 
the  following  paragraph  (Page  15) : — 

“ With  reference  to  the  abolition  of  privies,  I would  especially 
direct  attention  to  a most  valuable  new  Act  (Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907),  which,  among  many  useful  provisions, 
contains  clauses  which  facilitate  the  substitution  of  Water  Closets 
for  prives.  It  is  an  adoptive  Act,  either  in  part  or  in  whole,  con- 
ferring powers  on  Authorities  which  previously  could  only  have  been 
acquired  by  the  expensive  process  of  carrying  local  acts  through 
Parliament.” 


H.  D’ARCY  ELLIS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Brierley  Hill, 

March  24th,  1909. 


Table  I.  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1908  and  Previous  Years. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year,  1908. 
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Isolation  Hospital— Merry  Hill,  Quarry  Bank. 

Total  available  beds,  16.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated. 
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Table  IV. 

Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1908. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“ Residents,”  whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 
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^ 25  and  under  65 

Qo  65  and  upwards 
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I 
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5 

4 

I 
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I 
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I 

I 
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I 
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I 

I 

Diarrhoea 
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2 

I 

(Phthisis),  Pulmonary  'fuber- 

culosis) 
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2 
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Other  tuberculous  diseases... 
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Heart  diseases 
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8 

5 

Accidents 

8 

2 

I 

5 

Suicides 

I 

I 

All  other  causes  ... 
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Table  V.  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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District  of  Brierley  Hill  Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  13,000.  Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  373;  illegitimate,  10. 
Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  43  ; illegitimate  infants,  2.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  155. 


Table  VI. 

Estimated  population,  13,000.  No.  of  Acres,  1,027. 
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Table  VIII. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


1.  INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Num 

Inspections. 

ber  of 

Written 

Notices. 

Factories 

Workshops 

195 

19 

Workplaces 

Total 

195 

w 

2.-DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

6 

6 

Want  of  ventilation 

0 

2 

Overcrowding 

3 

3 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

I 

I 

Other  nuisances 

6 

6 

Sanitary  accommodation  — 

Insufficient 

2 

2 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

2 

2 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 

Act : — 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses 

0 

0 

3 

Total  ...  ... 

25 

25 

MEDICAL  officer’s  REPORT. 
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Table  VIII. — Continued, 

3.-HOMEWORK. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Outworkers’  Lis 

Lists  received 
from  employers 

>ts,  Section 

Addresses 
of  Out- 
workers. 

Notices  served  on  Occupiers  as  ^ 

to  keeping  or  sending  lists. 

Inspection  of  Outworkers’ 
Premises. 

CD 

£ 00 
c 0 

^ 1-H 
<V 

> 

> CJ 

C m 

D 

c c/T 
•-  a; 

0 £ 

■5  cu 
0 

in 

<J 

c 

in 

C 

H-H 

Twice  in  the  year 

Received  from  other 
Councils. 

Forwarded  to  other 

Councils.  1 

Lists. 

Out. 

workers. 

Contractors. 

Workmen. 

Wearing  Apparel  — 

(i)  making,  &c. 

14 

36 

6 

15 

6 

51 

9 

(2)  cleaning  and  washing 

2 

7 

I 

Furniture  and  upholstery 

2 

2 

2 

Anchors  and  grapnels 

2 

6 

42 

46 

I 

3 

2 

Totals 

20 

6 

00 

6 

63 

54 

7 

12 

26 


MEDICAL  officer’s  REPORT. 


Table  VIII— Con/  i fined. 


4.— REGISTERED 
WORKSHOPS. 

5.-OTHER  MATTERS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Num 

her. 

Class. 

Num 
her , 

Carpenter 

6 

Matters  notified  to  H.M. 

Plumber 

6 

Inspector  of  Factories  : 

Dressmaking 

' I'o  1 1 nn  n cr 

25 

T C 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of 

J.  C-C  1 1 Vv  1.  i.  J.  1 • • • • 

Wheelwright 

^ J 

2 

the  Factory  and  Work- 

%/ 

P)lacksmith 

3 

Shop  Act 

I 

Painter  ... 

5 

Action  taken  in  matters  re- 

Milliner 

8 

ferred  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Bakers 

O 

as  remediable  under  the 

Bootmakers 

5 

Public  Health  Acts,  but 

Cabinet  Manufacturers 

4 

under  the  Factory  and 

Saddlers 

2 

Workshop  Act : 

Boat  Building 

5 

Stone  Mason 

I 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

3 

Jeweller 

I 

Reports  (of  action  taken) 

Sweet  Manufacturer 

I 

sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

3 

Photography 

I 

Mineral  Water  Manufactory 

I 

Other 

Engineering 

I 

Underground  Bakehouses  : 

Chain  Making 

n 

Upholstering 

I 

Certihcates  granted  during 

the  year 

5 

Total  number  of  workshops 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the 

on  Register  ... 

I I 2 

year 

5 

( Signed  ), 

H.  D’ARCY  ELLIS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Table  IX. 

Being  I'able  VI  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 
done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  1908, 
in  the  Urban  District  of  Brierley  Hill. 


Number 

of 

Abatement 

Notices, 

N uisances 
abated  after 

notice  by 

Inspections  & 

Observations 

made. 

Defects 

found. 

Informal  by 

Inspector. 

Formal  by  | 

Authority 

Inspector. 

Authority. 

Dwelling- 
houses  and- 
Schools. 

"Foul  Conditions  ... 

124 

56 

46 

15 

51 

15 

Structural  Defects 
Overcrowding 

284 

38 

142 

i8 

49 

16 

42 

2 

48 

16 

35 

2 

^Unfit  for  Habitation 

129 

39 

26 

I 2 

24 

1 1 

Lodging-houses  ... 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ) 

II5 

9 

9 

9 

Cowsheds  ...  j 

17 

14 

3 

H 

3 

Bakehouses 

54 

4 

4 

4 

Slaughter-houses 

149 

9 

9 

9 

Canal  Boats 

87 

43 

43 

43 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

540 

51 

51 

27 

26 

2 1 

Deposits  of  Refuse  & Manure 

41 

18 

18 

3 

15 

3 

Water  Closets 

91 

35 

35 

12 

19 

1 2 

House 

drainage. 

(Defective  Traps  ...  \ 

No  Disconnection  V 

[other  Faults  ...  J 

681 

1 10 

1 10 

54 

6 1 

37 

Water  Supply 

23 

1 2 

1 2 

10 

2 

10 

Pigsties... 

32 

18 

18 

10 

10 

5 

Animals  improperly  kept  ... 

62 

22 

22 

18 

/ 

10 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

Smoke  Nuisances 

33 

2 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

125 

47 

47 

25 

24 

20 

Totals 

2708 

650 

1 

641 

233 

372 

00 

Unwhole- 
some Food. 


"Number  of  Seizures 
Condemned  bv  Magistrate  ... 

Prosecutions  for  exposing  for  sale 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 
Samples  of  Water  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


39 

4 

2 

2 

3 

3 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed 
Mouses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto 


52 

^3 

29 


March  iith,  igog. 


{Signed),  JOHN  YORKE,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

For  the  Year  1908. 

* . — 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Brierley  Hill  Urban  District  Conncil. 


(iENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  seventh  Annual  Report 
as  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Brierley  Hill  Urban  District  Council. 


Special  Complaints. 

During  the  year,  21  special  complaints  were  received  ; each  was 
investigated,  and  where  found  necessary,  proper  measures  taken  to 
remedy  the  nuisances  complained  of. 


General  Inspection. 

During  the  ('ourse  of  general  inspection  in  tlie  district,  59b 
nuisances  and  breaches  of  your  bye-laws  were  met  with,  and  the 
person  or  persons  by  whose  act  or  default  the  nuisances  arose  were 
notified,  either  by  a personal  interview,  or  by  informal  notice. 
Where  possible,  I have  obtained  a personal  interview,  as  I find  this 
method  of  procedure  most  desirable.  The  defects  are  pointed  out 
and  a detailed  specification  provided,  with  the  result  that  in  a large 
majority  of  cases  the  necessary  work  is  satisfactorily  carried  out, 
without  friction,  and  the  necessity  of  reporting  to  you,  serving 
statutory  notices,  and  subsequent  proceedings.  In  this  way,  some 
372  nuisaiK'es  and  infringements  have  been  remedied. 


30 
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In  the  Monthly  Reports  to  your  Committee,  your  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  233  nuisances  or  breaches  of  your  bye-laws,  and  in 
connection  therewith  you  have  ordered  Statutory  notices  to  be 
served  upon  the  owners  or  persons  who  have  made  default. 


Idle  results  are  tabulated  and  shewn  below. 


Act  and  section  under  which  notice 
was  served. 

No.  of 
Notices. 

Complied 

with. 

Not  complied 

with. 

Work  in 

Progress. 

Prosecution. 

Public  Health  Act,  1 875,  Sec.  94 

187 

H7 

28 

12 

7 

5?  ” ” 4/ 

18 

10 

I 

7 

I 

n ??  51  M 0 49 

3 

3 

70 

n n 5?  n 

10 

10 

?? 

2 

2 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act, 

i8go.  Sec.  21  ... 

2 

n ' 

Housingof  the  Working  Classes 

■ 

Act,  1890,  Sec.  32 

1 2 

1 1 

I 

2 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Amendment  Act,  1908, 

^0C.  ^ • • • • • • 

4 

Factory  and  Workshops’  Act, 

1902 

18 

18 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 

shops  Orders  ... 

3 

3 

I 

'hOTALS 

253 

204 

30 

19 

19 

Prosecutions. 

During  the  year  I have  found  it  necessary  to  ask  for  authority 
to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  33  persons  who  refused  to 
comply  with  your  Statutory  notices  ; these  authorities  you  have 
granted.  Every  endeavour  has  b^en  made  to  induce  the  owners  of 
property  to  put  the  reciuired  work  in  hand  before  resorting  to 
extreme  measures.  It  has  therefore  been  necessary  to  take  out 
summonses  in  ig  cases  only. 
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Dwelling-houses. 


Forty-nine  dwelling-houses  have  been  condemned  as  unlit  for 
human  habitation  during  the  year,  and  54  have  been  certified  as 
being  in  a dirty  condition,  and  needed  cleansing. 

Three  houses  were  demolished  ; seven  were  closed  by  Magis- 
trates order,  and  four  were  voluntarily  closed  by  the  owner. 

d'hirty-seven  houses  have  been  repaired  and  rendered  habitable, 
and  49  thoroughly  cleansed  and  purified. 

I have  found  that  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  filthy  condition 
of  the  house  is  due  in  a large  measure  to  the  negligent  and  dirty 
habits  of  the  tenant,  to  whom  cleanliness  seems  to  be  one  of  the 
least  important  or  desirable  things  in  life. 

Personally,  I have  some  sympathy  with  the  landlords  of  these 
properties,  and  think  a share  of  the  responsibility  should  be  placed 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  real  offenders. 

In  connection  with  houses  which  have  been  certified  unfit  for 
habitation.  Your  Health  Committee  met  five  times,  and  inspected 
the  properties  in  question.  In  each  instance  your  Committee  con- 
firmed the  reports  of  your  officials. 


Bakehouses. 


There  are  17  bakehouses  upon  the  register,  five  of  which  are 
described  as  under-ground,  within  the  meaning  of  Section  loi  of 
the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

I have  made  54  inspections  during  the  year,  and  eight  infringe- 
ments have  been  recorded  and  remedied. 

Generally  speaking,  the  bakehouses  have  been  found  clean  and 
in  order. 


Location  of  Bakehouses. 


10 1,  High  Street 
50,  High  Street 
148,  High  Street 
137,  High  Street 
72,  High  Street 


10,  Moor  Street 
6,  Moor  Street 
12,  Mill  Street 
3,  Mill  Street 
I,  Hall  Street 
43,  Hill  Street 
85,  Level  Street 


69,  Brettell  Lane 


62,  Dudley  Street 
6,  Dudlev  Street 
96,  Delph 


74,  High  Street 
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Slaughterhouses. 

I'here  are  13  licensed  slaughterhouses  within  the  district,  and 
13  licenses  have  been  renewed  by  you  during  the  year.  Two  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  inspections  have  been  made,  and  with  few 
exceptions,  I have  found  the  slaughterhouses  clean  and  lime-washed 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  license. 

One  license  was  granted  on  the  condition  that  the  owner  pro- 
vided proper  drainage  and  laid  on  a supply  of  water  ; this  work 
has  since  been  done. 

One  slaughterhouse  I found  being  used  as  a pigstye,  and  in  two 
others,  horses  were  being  kept. 

These  matters  were  immediately  remedied.  Altogether,  nine 
notices  have  been  served,  and  each  was  complied  with. 

On  January  30th,  I had  occasion  to  call  in  your  Medical  Officer 
and  also  a Veterinary  Surgeon  to  advise  upon  the  soundness  or 
otherwise  of  a body  of  beef  which  was  being  dressed  in  a slaughter- 
house. It  was  eventually  decided  to  pass  the  carcase  after  it  was 
stripped,  and  to  destroy  the  organs  and  offal  ; these  were  surrendered 
and  disposed  of  in  my  presence.  This  was  not  a case  of  tuber- 
culosis. 

Upon  two  other  occasions,  organs  and  offal  which  were  slightly 
tuberculous,  were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

One  hundred  and  ninty-six  swine  carcases  which  shewed 
abnormal  signs  have  been  carefully  examined  during  the  year;  of 
these,  63  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  food,  and  together  with  the 
offal,  were  disposed  of  With  one  exception,  the  whole  of  these 
were  tuberculous.  d'hese  figures  may  seem  somewhat  startling, 
but  when  it  is  explained  that  more  than  700  swine  are  slaughtered 
in  the  different  slaughterhouses  each  week,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
incidence  of  tuberculosis  is  comparatively  small,  when  compared 
with  the  hgures  for  the  whole  of  England,  which  are  said  to  reach 
as  high  as  2^  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  swine  slaughtered. 

All  animals  condemned  were  freely  surrendered  and  a certificate 
to  that  effect  was  signed  in  respect  to  each  one. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  evidence  of  disease  was  only 
shewn  after  the  carcase  had  been  dressed,  and  with  one  or  two 
exceptions  could  not  have  been  detected  in  the  live  animal. 

Great  credit  is  due  for  the  cleanly  and  honourable  methods 
eniployed  in  these  businesses,  and  1 desire  to  acknowledge  the  help 


3^ 
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given  and  the  coiirtesv  sliown  in  tlie  execution  of  this  branch  of  my 
duties. 


Public  Market. 

Numerous  visits  liave  been  made  to  the  public  markets,  wliich 
are  lield  on  Saturdays  and  d'uesdays  in  eacdi  week.  'These  are  now 
carried  on  under  better  conditions. 

On  Monday,  the  24th  February,  I seized  a parcel  of  fish  which 
was  in  an  unsound  condition.  'This  was  duly  condemned  by  a 
Magistrate,  and  upon  your  authority  I prosecuted  the  owner  of 
same,  who  was  lined  £i  and  costs,  or  in  default,  one  month’s 
imprisonment. 

You  authorised  m^  to  prosecute  a stall- holder  in  the  market, 
who,  on  the  29th  February,  obstructed  me  in  the  course  of  my 
inspection.  He  was  hned  5/-  and  costs. 

On  Saturday,  the  2nd  May,  I seized  44  joints  of  beef  whidi  were 
evidently  from  a beast  which  had  died,  or  was  slaughtered  whilst 
in  a dying  condition.  Upon  my  report,  you  instructed  me  to  pros- 
ecute, which  resulted  in  the  owner  being  hned  £20  and  £y  19s  2d. 
costs  or  three  months’  imprisonment. 

'The  case  of  obstruction  against  the  same  owner  wms  not 
pressed,  but  wms  withdrawn  upon  payment  of  costs. 

d'he  following  articles  were  also  condemned  as  unfit  for  food, 
and  duly  certified  by  a Magistrate.  All  were  surrendered  and  no 
further  ac'tion  was  taken. 

2 boxes  frozen  ox  tails 

I parcel  of  herrings 

I barrel  of  apples 

1 parcel  of  tomatoes 

2 parcels  of  plums 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

d'here  are  now  18  registered  cowsheds  and  five  registered  pur- 
veyors of  milk  under  inspection  within  the  district.  A large 
pro|iortion  of  the  towns’  milk  supply  comes  from  jmrveyors  who  live 
outside  the  district,  over  whom  you  have  no  control. 

Upon  your  instructions,  each  cowkeeper  and  dairyman  has  been 
supplied  with  a copy  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milksliops’ 
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Orders  and  Bye-laws,  which  are  in  force  within  the  district,  with  an 
intimation  that  the  conditions  laid  down  therein  would  be  enforced. 

There  has  been  a marked  improvement  shewn,  and  some  pro- 
gress can  be  reported  in  the  year’s  work. 

You  have  instructed  me  to  prosecute  a cowkeeper  who  refused 
to  lay  on  a supply  of  pure  water.  A supply  was  laid  on  before  the 
case  came  before  the  court,  and  it  was  ultimately  withdrawn  upon 
payment  of  costs. 

One  cowshed  was  condemned  and  subsequently  pulled  down, 
and  replaced  by  a new  one  of  modern  design,  erected  in  a more 
desirable  position. 

One  cowshed  has  been  abandoned  and  more  suitable  premises 
are  now  occupied  by  the  cowkeeper.  A new  dairy  has  also  been 
erected  in  Level  Street. 

One  new  cowshed  has  been  registered  during  the  year,  and  the 
suggested  alterations  have  been  carried  out  in  connection  therewith, 
as  was  ordered  by  you. 

One  case  of  over-crowding  has  also  been  dealt  with.  With 
one  exception,  the  whole  of  the  cowsheds  are  in  good  condition. 

Five  notices  have  been  served  upon  cowkeepers  and  two  upon 
purveyors  of  milk.  These  have  been  complied  with. 

In  December,  you  instructed  me  to  obtain  the  services  of  a 
\Tterinary  Surgeon,  should  occasion  arise,  for  the  purpose  of  certify- 
ing under  the  Dairies,  Cow^sheds  and  Milkshops’  Order  of  1899,  in 
respect  of  cows  which  are  found  to  be  suffering  from  tubercular 
disease  of  the  udder. 

A careful  watch  is  kept  on  all  milch  cows,  and  up  to  the 
present  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  seek  the  Veterinary  Sur- 
geon’s assistance. 


Location  of  Cowsheds. 


Level  Street 
Terrace  Street  (3) 
33,  Potter  Street 
1 14,  Hart’s  Hill 
Court  3,  Hart’s  Hill 
12,  I^ull  Street 
89,  Moor  Street 


22,  Buckpool 

25,  Pearson  Street 
44,  Chapel  Street 
51,  Delph 

2,  Turk  Street  (2) 

26,  Amblecote  Road 
36,  Moor  Street 


Hawbush  Farm,  Brettell  Lane. 
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Purveyors  of  Milk. 

Geo.  Morton,  50,  Fenton  Street 
N.  A.  Compson,  95,  Hart’s  Hill 
Hickman  & Co.,  13,  Dudley  Street 
J.  Fasey,  33,  New  Street 
Critchley,  Talbot  ^Street 


Factories  and  Workshops. 


'Fhere  are  now  112  \\ 

^orkshops  upon  the  register,  in 

which 

following  classes  of  work 

are  carried 

on  : — 

Carpentering 

..  6 

Saddlery 

2 

Plumbing 

..  6 

Boat  Building  ... 

5 

Dressmaking 

••  25 

Stone  Mason 

I 

Tailoring 

••  15 

Jewellery  Repairs 

I 

Wheelwright 

2 

Sweet  Manufactory 

I 

Blacksmith 

••  3 

Photography 

I 

Painters 

5 

Mineral  Water 

Millinery 

..  8 

Manufactory 

I 

Baking 

••  17 

Engineering 

I 

Bootmaking  and 

Chain  Making  ... 

2 

repairing 

5 

Upholstery 

1 

Cabinet  Making  . 

..  4 

I have  made  195  inspections  of  workshops  and  workplaces 
during  the  year,  and  the  following  defects  have  been  noted  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  (6)  ; want  of  proper  ventilation  (2)  ; over- 
crowding (3)  ; want  of  drainage  to  floors  (i) ; other  defects  (6)  ; 
insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  (2)  ; defective  sanitary  accom- 
modation (2)  ; dirty  condition  of  bakehouse  (2)  ; defective  drainage 
and  paving  in  bakehouse  (i) ; all  these  defects  were  remedied. 

One  notice  has  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories, 
concerning  a workshop  ; and  one  reporting  the  insanitary  condition 
of  conveniences  at  a factory.  These  matters  have  been  remedied, 
and  the  Factory  Inspector  notified  thereof. 

Outworkers’  Lists. 

I have  received  20  lists  of  outworkers  during  the  year,  contain- 
ing  93  names  of  outworkers.  Six  lists  of  outworkers  have  been  sent 
to  me  from  neighbouring  authorities,  and  63  names  of  outworkers 
have  been  forwarded  by  me  to  other  Councils  in  whose  districts  they 
resided. 

'Fliirty-one  inspections  of  outworkers’  premises  have  been  made 
and  12  defects  recorded  and  remedied. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


Sixty-five  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  notified  during 
the  year. 

Each  one  has  been  visited,  enquiries  made,  and  the  premises 
inspected.  ddie  insanitary  conditions  met  with  in  making  such 
enquiries  were  subsequently  dealt  with. 

Sixt3^-three  houses  have  been  disinfected,  and  also  52  lots  of 
bedding  and  clothing. 

All  the  elementary  schools  have  been  fumigated  and  sprayed 
during  the  year,  and  all  the  Sunday  schools  once  ; in  all,  29  schools 
w^ere  disinfected. 


Two  houses  have  been  disinfected  after  the  decease  of  patients 
who  had  suffered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Phve  patients  have  been  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital  during 
the  year. 


Canal  Boats. 


Eighty-seven  inspections  of  canal  boats  have  been  made  during 
the  year. 

Generally  speaking,  the  cabins  were  found  clean  and  in  good 
order.  There  is  nothing  calling  for  special  comment. 

Fewer  boats  were  met  and  many  local  boats  have  been  tied  up 
for  long  periods,  owing,  it  is  stated,  to  the  depression  in  trade. 


P'orty-three  infringements  of  the  Act  and  regulations  were  dealt 
with  and  remedied.  I have  experienced  no  difficulty  in  getting  the 
necessary  repairs  executed. 


ddie  defects  were  as  follows  : — 

Nature  of  infringement. 

Eeaky  cabins 

Cabins  requiring  painting 

No  certificate  on  board 

Not  properly  registered 

Dirty  and  delapidated 

Overcrowding 

Water  vessel  defective 

No  pump  on  board 

Marking  and  lettering  indistinct 

No  proper  ventilation 

Separation  of  sexes 


No.  of  cases. 

4 

3 

4 

o 

6 

7 

4 

4 

4 

3 


Total, 


« • • 


43 
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No  infectious  disease  has  been  notified  on  any  boat. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  institute  any  legal  proceedings 
during  the  year. 

Seventy-nine  boats  are  now  upon  the  register.  One  new  boat 
has  been  registered  and  two  boats  re-registered. 

H.  M.  Chief  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats,  Owen  J.  Llewellyn,  Esep, 
made  his  customary  annual  visit  on  April  30th  last,  when  he 
expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the  work  done.  This  was  confirmed 
in  his  annual  report  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

This  work  has  been  carried  on  regularly  and  smoothly  during 
the  year  ; few  complaints  have  been  made.  Each  complaint  has 
received  my  personal  attention,  and  prompt  measures  have  been 
taken  to  remove  the  cause  of  complaint. 

The  contractors  have  given  good  attention  to  their  work,  and 
my  instructions  have  been  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Two  thousand  hve  hundred  and  ninety-eight  ashpits  and  3327 
privies  belonging  to  5,oig  houses  have  been  cleansed  during  the 
year  ; all  school  and  works  pans  have  received  attention  each  week, 
the  same  attention  being  given  to  all  dry  ashbins. 

A detailed  summary  of  work  done  in  my  department  is 
attached. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  YORKE, 

Associate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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General  Summary  of  Unsanitary  Work 

Remedied. 


Dwelling  Houses. 

Repaired  and  made  fit  for  habitation 

Closed  by  owners 

Demolished 

Cleansed  and  limewashed 

Foul  conditions 

Overcrowding 

Leaky  ashpits  and  privies 

Foul  condition  of  ashpits  and  privies’ 

New  water  closets  fixed  ...j 

Water  closets  altered  and  repaired 

New  drainage 

Drainage  re-laid  or  repaired 

New  earthenware  gully  traps  fixed  I 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed 

Supplied  with  wholesome  water  ... 

Wells  closed  and  covered 

Wells  filled  in 

Pigstyes 

Pigs  kept  to  be  a nuisance  ... 

New  earthenware  sinks  provided  ... 
Old  sinks  repaired  and  provided 
with  waste  water  pipes 
Rain  water  spouting  provided  or  re- 
repaired ... 

Paving  in  yards 

Offensive  accumulation  removed  ... 
Houses  disinfected 
Roofs  repaired 

Washhouses  repaired  or  rebuilt 

Diaries,  Milkshops  and 
Cowsheds. 

Dirty  condition  of  dairy 
Open  drain  near  dairy  ... 

No  proper  store  for  milk 
Requiring  limewashing 


Number 
of  defects 
found. 

Number 
of  defects 
remedied. 

Inspections 
and  re- 
inspections. 

39 

35 

129 

1 I 

1 1 

59 

0 

3 

25 

4t 

41 

97 

15 

15 

27 

18 

18 

38 

51 

47 

198 

57 

51 

342 

49 

49 

97 

35 

31 

91 

123 

123 

421 

42 

32 

1 60 

39 

35 

T 00 

47 

47 

47 

1 2 

I 2 

23 

5 

5 

1 2 

8 

8 

18 

18 

15 

32 

22 

17 

62 

32 

30 

54 

I 2 

1 2 

18 

42 

42 

52 

35 

32 

79 

18 

18 

41 

63 

63 

2 1 

2 T 

36 

T4 

I 2 

18 

2 

2 

I 

r 

3 

3 

14 

14 

^^15 
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General  Summary  (Continued). 


Number 

Number 

Inspections 

of  defects 

of  defects 

and  re- 

found. 

remedied. 

i 

nspections. 

Flooring  defective 

4 

4 

Ventilation  and  lighting... 

4 

4 

Cowsheds  condemned  ... 

2 

2 

New  cowsheds  erected  ... 

I 

Bakehouses. 

Limewashing 

4 

4 

54 

Slaughterhouses. 

Defective  drainage 

2 

2 

1 

Limewashing 

5 

5 

Pigs  kept  in 

1 

I 

^ 249 

Horses  kept  in 

2 

2 

Paving  relaid 

2 

2 

J 

Workshops. 

Cleansing  and  limewashing 

6 

6 

Want  of  ventilation 

2 

2 

Overcrowding 

3 

3 

Drainage  to  floors 

1 

I 

1^  195 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation 

2 

2 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation 

2 

2 

Other  nuisances 

'I 

d) 

.. 

Canal  Boats. 

Leaky  cabins  ... 

4 

4 

Cabins  requiring  painting 

3 

3 

No  certificate  on  board 

4 

4 

Not  properly  registered 

2 

2 

Dirty  and  delapidated 

6 

6 

Overcrowding 

7 

7 

87 

Defective  water  vessel 

4 

4 

No  bilge  pump  on  board 

4 

4 

Marking  and  lettering  indistinct  ... 

4 

4 

Defective  ventilation 

3 

3 

Separation  of  sexes 

2 

2 
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General  Summary  (Continued) 

Other  Items. 

Seizures  of  unwholesome  food  ...  ...  4 

Condemned  by  Magistrates  ...  ...  ...  4 

Prosecutions  for  exposing  for  sale  ...  ...  2 

Convictions  for  exposing  for  sale  ...  ...  2 

Certificates  of  surrender  of  unsound  food  issued  37 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  3 

Samples  of  water  condemned  as  unfit  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  notices  served  ...  ...  233 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  184 

Number  of  notices  outstanding  or  work  in  hand  49 

Number  of  official  letters  written  ...  ...  298 


